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Based on our study of general education programs in other universities and considering the particular circumstances at EMU, we believe that the following model would be best suited to replace the current GEED course model.

· There are topics identified to serve the purposes of the general education program. Many different topics are offered under each course, GEED 111 Arguments and Knowledge I and GEED 112 Arguments and Knowledge II.

· Every student is to select one of the topics listed under each of the courses.

· The GE Department offers, organizes and supervises the courses, in order to ensure that they all serve the purposes of the Program. 

· Given this control mechanism, the courses may be taught by academic staff of any department of the university, and the instructors may design their courses fairly autonomously.  

· All topics under each course share certain features that set them apart from ordinary university elective courses.  

· Aside from each topics contribution to the students’ general knowledge, all courses contribute to the students’ effective communication skills, as well as their critical thinking skills.  

Thus, each topic of the Arguments and Knowledge I and II courses explicitly focuses on assisting students to improve their:  
1) Critical Thinking skills: By classroom discussions and requiring students to write essays, Arguments and Knowledge courses help the students avoid groundless, confused, or contradictory beliefs, and to appreciate the costs of holding and acting on such beliefs.  Thus, each course fosters an appreciation of the need for clarity, accuracy, precision, consistency, relevance and sound evidence by examining both some successes and failures drawn from the subject matter of the designated discipline. These values enable students to think in an organized and disciplined way.

2) Effective Communication skills: The above discussions and writing both supports and is supported by the improvement of communication skills also sought by ENGL 191 and 192 courses.

Each student selects a topics from Social and Natural Sciences. The topics could be chosen from the following areas: Discoveries in Science, World Civilizations, Culture and Society, Visual, Literary, and Performing Arts. These areas are kept only as guidance for the prospective instructors. Students will only see a list of topics (like the ones listed below) under each course.  
Main Area: Discoveries in Science

1. Life Science




2. Invention and Discoveries


Main Area: World Civilizations

1. Histories of Ideas Across Civilizations

2. Socratic Dialogues

3. Politics

4. Ethics

5. Philosophy





Main Area: Culture and Society

1. Critical Thinking in Economics



2. Newspaper Literacy




3. Communication, Culture and Society


4. Interpersonal Communication Skills


5. Intercultural Communication Skills


6. Sociology and Everyday Life


7. Social Change





8. Comparative Religion



9. Critical Reading and Social Thought I, II


10. Introduction to Social Sciences and the Study of Society I, II                      
11. German Literature and Culture 

12. Current Global Issues and Debates

13. Contemporary Issues on Health and Well-being
Main Area: Visual, Literary and Performing Arts

1.  Comparative Interpretations in Myth and Drama  

2.  Interpretations of Fairy Tales
 


3.  Interpreting Stories and Films



4.  Image of Woman in Mythology    



5.  Critical Reading 


6.  Critical Thinking and Discourse



7.  Books, Films and Discussion






      GEED 111  Arguments and Knowledge I

· English is kept to a reasonable level, delivered at a slower than normal pace, points recycled and supported by visuals.
· Emphasis on reading, note-taking, and short paragraph and short essay type responses, and short in-class group discussions or presentations.
· Subject areas are topical and somewhat familiar, i.e. topics that any ‘educated graduate’ would be expected to know something about.
· Introduction to Critical Thinking skills – what are they, why are they important.

· Problem solving activities

· Interpersonal skills in a multi-cultural environment.
· Introduction to Current Affairs – staying abreast with them, and thinking critically about today’s society
     GEED 112  Arguments and Knowledge II

     In GEED 112 courses the following will be covered in addition to the basic skills and 
     activities as mentioned in GEED 111 course.
· English is delivered in a natural style and at a natural pace.

· Emphasis on extended writing, including fuller length essays / reports / presentations.

· Subject areas may have a higher degree of specialization


Approximately, 2880 students are expected to register with GEED 111 and GEED 112 in 2006-07 Fall Semester.
Assuming that each instructor will teach 2 groups (6 hours) then 24 instructors are required in the proposed system Table 1.

· During 2005-06 Spring Semester almost all the large classrooms were used for the 7+7 GEED 111 and GEED 112 courses. It is difficult to find many more large capacity classes.  

· The current system would have required at least 14 groups of GEED 111 and 7 groups of GEED 112.

· The approach suggested by UCC would require at least 1800/150= 12 plus 1080/80=14 a total of 26 groups. Therefore, 26 instructors are needed. 

Table 1 Logistic comparison of the Current and Proposed Systems for GEED 111 and 112
           Note: No new instructors are needed to run these courses. 

Survey Questions (in English and Turkish Languages)


Question 1   In future, would you prefer that this modular course be replaced by a regular 


                      semester-long course?   (1392 Answers)


Question 2   Would you prefer a course that focuses on a single subject rather than multiple 


                      subjects? (1423 Answers)


Question 3   Would you prefer a course run by a single instructor throughout the semester 


                      rather than a course run by multiple instructors?   (1379 Answers)





What Do Our Students Think about GEED 111 & 112?  
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What Changed in the Revised Proposal  





Learning Outcomes





critical thinking skills


writing skills


interpersonal communication skills


general knowledge about the specific topic





Students will develop and improve their:





Details of the Revision  





Differentiating Between GEED 111 and GEED 112





Logistics for GEED 111 and GEED 112
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