
	
	EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN UNIVERSITY

University Curriculum Committee

Course Revision / Termination Form


Part I.
Course Information and Mode of Operation
	Department
Use capital letters only
	GENERAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
	Department's Numeric Code
	4A


	Course Code
	GEED 112
	Course Title
	ARGUMENTS AND KNOWLEDGE
	Operation
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	REVISION
	
	
	TERMINATION
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Part II. Proposed Revision 
Skip this part if the mode of operation is TERMINATION.
	Type of Revision
	  Current
	New (proposed)

	Course Code
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Course Title in English
	
	
	GENERAL SURVEY OF KNOWLEDGE II
	ARGUMENTS AND KNOWLEDGE

	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Course Title in Turkish
	
	
	GENEL BİLGİ TARAMASI II
	SAVLAR VE BİLGİ EDİNİMİ

	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Transcript Title in English
	
	
	GENERAL SURVEY OF KNOWLEDGE II
	ARGUMENTS AND KNOWLEDGE

	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Transcript Title in Turkish
	
	
	GENEL BİLGİ TARAMASI II
	SAVLAR VE BİLGİ EDİNİMİ

	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Course (catalog) Description in English
	
	
	This course, one of a two-semester non-prerequisite course, introduces students to a variety of disciplines in the arts and sciences through critical discussions of some of the major ideas, concepts and belief systems that are shaping the modern world. This is a team-taught module course, in which students will learn about a different subject area (e.g. physics, chemistry, biology, architecture/urban issues, psychology/sociology, comparative religion) approximately every two-three weeks, from a different instructor. As current events and interests are constantly changing, the number of modules, module subject areas, some of the content of each module and the reading material recommended by module lecturers may be changed and updated each semester. Lectures and discussions are accompanied by textual and audiovisual material. Students are evaluated on the basis of short, knowledge-based exams, and may also be required to submit short essays/a portfolio, discussing one or two of these areas in relation to a particular case study.
	Arguments and Knowledge courses are selected from one of the following four areas: Discoveries in Science, World Civilizations, Culture and Society and Visual, Literal and Performing Arts. These courses explicitly focus on introducing and improving both critical thinking and effective communication skills, while conveying general knowledge about the selected subjects.  


	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Course (catalog) Description in Turkish
	
	
	Bu ders iki dönemlik bir kursun ön şartsız derslerinden bir tanesidir. Amacı, öğrenciyi farklı disiplinlerde, bugünkü modern dünyayı şekillendiren fikirleri, konseptleri ve inanç sistemlerini tartışılabilir platformlara taşıyabilmektir. Bu modüler, bir ders olup birkaç haftada bir öğrenciyi, konusunda expert hocalarla birlikte, değisik disiplinlerle (ör. ekoloji, arkeoloji, iletişim, ekonomi, eğitim, felsefe, hukuk ) tanıştırır. Güncel olaylar, konular ve ilgi alanları sürekli değitiğinden, modül sayıları, konuları, içerikleri ve öğrenciye verilen okuma materyalleri her dönem değişebilir ve hocalar tarafından yenilenebilir. Verilen seminerler ve tartışmalar metinsel ve/veya görsel materiyallerle de desteklenir. Öğrenciler, kısa, bilgiye yönelik sınavlarla değerlendirilirler ve bazen de öğrencilerin bir veya iki disiplin hakkında kısa kompozisyon veya portfolyo hazırlamaları istenebilir.
	Savlar ve Bilgi Edinimi dersleri aşağıdaki dört alandan birinden seçilir: Bilimde Keşifler, Dünya Medeniyetleri, Kültür ve Toplum, ve Görsel, Edebi ve Sahne Sanatları. Bu derslerin amacı seçilen alanlarda bilgi vermek yanında, esas olarak öğrenciye kritik düşünme ve etkin ietişim yetilerini taniştırıp, kazandırmaktır.  

	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Credit Description
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Lecture:
	 
	Lab:
	
	Tut:
	
	Total:
	 
	Lecture:
	 
	Lab:
	
	Tut:
	
	Total:
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Semester on the core curriculum
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Category of the course
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	 
	UC
	
	FC
	
	AC
	
	AE
	
	UE
	 
	UC
	
	FC
	
	AC
	
	AE
	
	UE

	
	
	
	UC: University Core; FC: Faculty Core; AC: Area Core; AE: Area Elective; UE: University Elective


Part III. Rationale

	Justification for the Revision / Termination
Explain the reasons for course revision / deletion

	The aims of a general education program should involve at least the following elements:  

(i) To help the students locate themselves culturally, historically and intellectually in an increasingly complex world and in increasingly diverse environments.  At the same time, the program should help the students understand, and relate to, the people and societies with whom they do not currently identify.

(ii) To provide the students with a broad conceptual base for their further studies and their roles as informed citizens in the world of the future.  For this purpose, they must be introduced to the general principles of scientific inquiry and to the principal works of culture and civilization.

(iii) To help students think critically about ideas, events and arguments:  to seek knowledge in accordance with the universal values of clarity, accuracy, precision, consistency, relevance and sound evidence.  

Achieving these aims is a significant challenge, especially given our constraints here at EMU, the most obvious one being that the General Education Program has to operate with only two compulsory courses per student.  In the academic year 2005-2006, GEED 111 and 112 were instituted as a pair of courses mandatory for all first-year students.  However, our study has established that the current model has significant problems, and that the above purposes would be much better served by an alternative model.  In what follows, we first outline the most salient reasons for abandoning the current model, and then present in some detail the alternative model that we consider to be the best option for EMU.


The current model involves two modular courses, each of which contains seven two-week modules, with a different subject taught in each module, each by a different instructor.  By the end of this sequence of courses, therefore, each student will have received a two-week instruction in fourteen different subjects, by fourteen different instructors.  The obvious benefit of this strategy is the breadth it provides – only under such a modular model could students be introduced to so many different disciplines.  However, our view is that this advantage is more than outweighed by the following disadvantages:

1.  The two-week period for each module is pedagogically problematic.  First, the instructor does not have enough time to provide even a brief survey of a discipline.  Second, the two-week period is inadequate for the students and the instructor to get to know each other, and the period is over before any significant interaction can take place.  

2. This model leads to serious coordination problems, as we have observed during the past year.  The course necessarily involves many instructors, and even getting all these instructors together in a meeting to reach decisions has proven to be extremely difficult.    These problems will only expand and multiply, given that the number of students taking these courses is expected to increase in coming years, which will translate into a larger number of instructors who must be coordinated. 

3. The examination method in such a course is unsuitable for the purposes of a general education program.  Since each exam must test students on multiple modules, the exam has to be multiple-choice:  an essay-type exam would have to be graded by each instructor, and it is practically impossible for all the exams to go through this process in a reasonable amount of time. 

4. A key factor in the success of any course is the motivation of its instructor(s).  However, the modular GEED course appears to have alienated and de-motivated many of its own instructors:  instructors are not convinced that they are achieving much in such a short amount of time, and they are bothered by the fact that they have very limited autonomy – an inevitable consequence of a coordinated multi-group course is that each instructor is just a part of a big machine.  

5. The current model involves a link between the mandatory general education courses and two English courses.  The Modern Languages Division was asked to develop ENGL 191 and 192 to support GEED 111 and 112 in terms of content and approach.  In practice, however, this link has been very difficult to maintain due to the modularity of GEED 111 and 112, and the potential benefits from such a link were lost to a great extent.

The above considerations have led us to the conclusion that the current model is unsustainable, and that its problems cannot be fixed with minor adjustments.  Based on our study of US general education programs and the particular circumstances at EMU, we have developed the following model for our General Education Program: 

(i)  Each First Year student is required to take two “Arguments and Knowledge” courses, each selected from a different one of the following areas:

· Discoveries in Science

· World Civilizations

· Culture and Society

· Visual, Literary, and Performing Arts 



	(ii)  The Department of General Education organizes and supervises these courses in order to ensure that they both match the description of that area and serve the purposes of the Program.  Given only this restriction, the courses may be designed and taught quite autonomously by members of any department of the University.
(iii)  The Arguments and Knowledge courses share certain features that set them apart from ordinary elective courses.  Aside from their contribution to the students’ general knowledge and their effective communication skills, all these courses focus on helping students to improve their critical thinking skills.  Thus, each version of the Arguments and Knowledge course explicitly focuses on assisting students to improve their:  
(a) Critical Thinking skills.  By classroom discussions and requiring students to write essays, Arguments and Knowledge courses help the students avoid groundless, confused, or contradictory beliefs, and to appreciate the costs of holding and acting on such beliefs.  Thus, each course fosters an appreciation of the need for clarity, accuracy, precision, consistency, relevance and sound evidence by examining both some successes and failures drawn from the subject matter of the designated discipline. These values enable students to think in an organized and disciplined way.
 (b) Effective Communication skills.  The above discussions and writing both supports and is supported by the improvement of communication skills also sought by ENGL 191 and 192 courses.
Descriptions of the areas
Discoveries in Science 

Courses in this area critically examine selected important discoveries in the natural sciences.  The courses emphasize the disciplined study of the natural world and introduce students, through these discoveries, to the concepts and methods involved in science and empirical investigation.  Furthermore, these courses critically seek answers to questions such as the following:  What is 'science', and how is it different from non-scientific disciplines?  Are the natural sciences always objective?  An Arguments and Knowledge course in this area might seek answers to questions raised by many different fields, e.g., Physics, Chemistry, Biology.

World Civilizations 

Courses in this area study human civilizations and their achievements throughout history.  Courses introduce students to great achievements of civilizations, and the context which made these achievements possible.  Furthermore, these courses critically seek answers to questions such as the following:  What is civilization?  Do we have compelling reasons to call any change in a human civilization a “great achievement”?  Can any such questions be answered objectively?  An Arguments and Knowledge course in this area might seek answers to questions raised by many different fields, e.g., History, Classics, Philosophy.

Culture and Society 

Courses in this area study cultures and societies from a variety of perspectives.  The area is intended to broaden the students’ view and improve their understanding of the diversity and complexity of the forms of life created and encountered by cultures and societies.  Furthermore, these courses critically seek answers to questions such as the following:  What is culture?  Given the variety of perspectives from which aspects of a culture can be analyzed and assessed, how objective can any of them be?  An Arguments and Knowledge course in this area might seek answers to questions raised by many different fields, e.g., Sociology, Psychology, Political Science.

Visual, Literary, and Performing Arts

Courses in this area study the history, interpretation, criticism, and practice of the arts.  Furthermore, these courses critically seek answers to questions such as the following:  In what ways can the arts be appreciated, analyzed and assessed?  Given this variety of perspectives, how objective can any of them be?  An Arguments and Knowledge course in this area might seek answers to questions raised by many different fields, e.g., History of Art, Literature, Film.  

Guidelines For Designing Arguments and Knowledge Courses

Each prospective instructor of Arguments and Knowledge courses must keep the following in mind when designing their course:  The course should (i) explicitly focus on critical thinking; (ii) encourage effective communication; and (iii) be appropriate for the level of our first-year students.  To be more specific, each course must incorporate all of the following:

1. In order to help students develop their critical thinking skills, each course must address the following issues by using examples related to the relevant field:

a. The relationship between evidence/reasons and knowledge

b. How arguments are constructed with the purpose of establishing valid conclusions

c. Examples of bad arguments which do not adequately support their conclusions; how inadequate evidence or faulty reasoning about the evidence can fail to support conclusions

d. Examples of how unclear/ambiguous thinking/writing leads to mistakes, and how gaining clarity avoids such mistakes

e. Step-by-step demonstrations of compelling arguments: how reasons/pieces of evidence are put together to establish objective conclusions

f. When it is appropriate to consider the conclusion of an argument ‘knowledge’ – degrees of certainty
g. Consideration of ethical issues

2. The course must encourage the development of both writing skills and interpersonal communication skills.  Thus, the grades of students must be determined by the different qualities of learning outcomes that each student displays in class and in the examinations.
3. The assigned readings must be appropriate to the level of first-year students in terms of both quantity (number of pages) and quality (the level of difficulty of the material).  However, the course must be capable of differentiating between poor, satisfactory, good, very good, and excellent students.


	Does this change necessitate any financial support in terms of physical or human resources?
Explain below if the answer is YES by making remarks on the needs and solutions
	

	
	
	YES
	
	X
	NO
	

	
	

	


	Justification of Minimum Overlap with Similar Courses
Make sure that this course will not have substantial overlap with any other course. However, for inevitable cases, justify the areas of overlap.

	Are there similar courses with overlapping content already being offered in EMU? 
	X
	NO
	
	YES. If yes, then justify below:

	
	Similar / Overlapping Course(s)
	Justification
	

	1.
	
	
	

	


Part IV Programs Affected by This Revision/Termination
	Program Code
	Name of the program
	Date and Signature of the department head of the program

	
	
	


Part VI. Catalog Information

Supply the information for the revised course in English and Turkish which will be printed in the next printed or on-line catalog of the University.
Skip this part for terminated courses.
	Catalog Description of the Revised Course – I - English  
Type the catalog course description of the revised  course in English in the following order: course content, course credits, prerequisites and co-requisites, Abbreviated Title, Category of the course, teaching language, and keywords. The information supplied will be copied and pasted to the catalog. 

· Course code: Replace CODEXXX with the course code

· Course title: Replace Full Course Title with the course title. 

· Course outline: Replace Course outline with statements of the course outline. Avoid using multiple paragraphs. Do not keep the text “Course outline” as a heading.

· Credits: Replace L, L, T and X with corresponding numbers for lecture, lab, tutorial and total course credit, respectively.  

· Prerequisites and co-requisites: Delete “None” and replace XXXXXX with the corresponding course code.

· Course category: XXXXXXXX with any of “University Core”, “Faculty / School Core”, “Area Core”, “Area Elective”, or “University Elective”

· Abbreviated title: This is going to be used in preparation of transcripts or registration forms. Replace XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX with a shorter version of the full title.

· Teaching language: Replace XXXXX with the teaching language

· Keywords: Replace XXXXXX, XXXXXX with words other than the ones available in the title and course outline which helps to identify the course.

The total text length should not exceed 2000 characters. 

	

	GEED 112
Arguments and Knowledge


Arguments and Knowledge courses are selected from one of the following four areas: Discoveries in Science, World Civilizations, Culture and Society and Visual, Literal and Performing Arts. These courses explicitly focus on introducing and improving both critical thinking and effective communication skills, while conveying general knowledge about the selected subjects.  
Credits:  (3 / 0/ 0 ) 3                 
Prerequisites: None

Co-requisites: None

Abbreviated Title: Arguments and Knowledge

Category: University Core        
Teaching Language: English
Keywords: critical thinking, effective communication


	Catalog Description of the Revised Course – II – Turkish
Güncellenmiş Dersin Katalog Tanımı – II – Türkçe 

· Ders Kodu: DERSXXX ‘in ders kodu ile değiştirin 

· Ders Adı: “Tam Ders Adı” yazısını silip yerine dersin tam adını yazınız. 

· Ders İçeriği: “Ders içeriği…” yazısını silip dersin içeriğini yazınız. Çoklu parağraflardan kaçınınız. Ve sonunda bir satır boşluk kalmasını sağlayınız.

· Dersin Kredisi:  L, L, T ve X harfleri yerine sırasıyla ders, lab, tutorial ve dersin toplam kredilerini karşılık gelecek şekilde yazınız..  

· Ön ve yan koşullar: “None” kelimesini siliniz ve XXXXXX yerine dersin ön veya yan koşul dersini yazınız.

· Dersin kategorisi: XXXXXXXX yerine  “Üniversite Ana”, “Fakülte / Okul Ana”, “Alan Ana”, “Alan Seçmeli”, veya “Üniversite Seçmeli” ibarelerinden birini yazınız.

· Dersin Kısa Adı: Bu bilgi ders çizelgesi (transkript) veya kayıt formlarında kullanılacaktır. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX yerine dersin kısa adını yazınız.

· Eğitim Dili: XXXXX yerine dersin eğitim dilini yazınız.

· Anahtar Kelimeler: XXXXXX, XXXXXX yerine dersi tanımlamakta yararlı olacak ve derin adı ile içeriğinde yer almayan kelimeleri yazınız.

Toplam metin uzunluğu 2000 basamağı geçemez. 

	

	 
	GEED 112
Savlar ve Bilgi Edinimi


Savlar ve Bilgi Edinimi dersleri aşağıdaki dört alandan birinden seçilir: Bilimde Keşifler, Dünya Medeniyetleri, Kültür ve Toplum, ve Görsel, Edebi ve Sahne Sanatları. Bu derslerin amacı seçilen alanlarda bilgi vermek yanında, esas olarak öğrenciye kritik düşünme ve etkin ietişim yetilerini tanıştırıp, kazandırmaktır.  
Kredi:  ( 3 / 0 / 0 ) 3

Önkoşul:  Yok

Yankoşul: Yok

Dersin Kısa Adı: Savlar ve Bilgi Edinimi         
                Kategorisi: Üniversite Ana Dersi  
Eğitim Dili: İngilizce
Anahtar Kelimeler: kritik düşünce, etkin iletişim


Part VI. Approval of Department Board

	Board Meeting Date
	10 May 2006
	Meeting Number
	GE-BK2/2006-B
	Decision Number
	1

	Department Chair
Title and Name
	Asst. Prof. Dr. Murude Celikag
	Signature
	
	Date
	


Part VIII. Approval of Faculty/School Board

	Board Meeting Date
	9 June 2006
	Meeting Number
	06-11
	Decision Number
	1

	Dean/Director
Title and Name
	Assoc. Prof. Dr. Johann Pillai
	Signature
	
	Date
	


Part IX. Evaluation of University Curriculum Committee

	University Curriculum Committee Check-list

	

	Review item
	OK
	Recommendations

	Submission:

	
Format in general (completeness of the forms)
	
	

	
Deadlines
	
	

	
Initials and Signatures
	
	

	Curriculum:

	
Compliance with the core curriculum policy 
	
	

	
Coherence and relevance of justifications in general 
	
	

	
Appropriateness of course coding
	
	

	
Format and length of course titles and descriptions
	
	

	
Language of course titles and descriptions
	
	

	
Calculation of the credits of the courses and total credit 
	
	

	
Compliance of the course credit descriptions with policies 
	
	

	
Total credit or student work load appropriateness
	
	

	
Reasonable prerequisites and corequisites
	
	

	
Appropriateness of academic ownership of the course
	
	

	
Justifiable minimum overlap among similar course
	
	

	Accreditation:

	
Compliance with the requirements of YÖK
	
	

	
Compliance with the requirements of ABET or any 
other 
accreditation body if applicable
	
	

	Implementation:

	
Sufficiency of human resources
	
	

	
Sufficiency of physical resources
	
	

	
Justified budget and financing
	
	

	
Proper initiation semester
	
	

	Overall

	

	
	
	Recommend without reservation
	
	Recommend with minor corrections indicated above
	
	Not recommended

	

	Summary of the Committee report, if any:


	Report-Decision No:
	

	Chairperson
Title and Name
	
	Date
	
	Signature
	


Part X. Approval of Senate 
This is required only for new courses that lead to core curriculum changes.  Accordingly, Senate approval is NOT needed for elective courses)
	Senate Meeting Date
	
	Meeting Number
	
	Decision Number
	

	Rector
Title and Name
	
	Signature
	
	Date
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